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Critical Thinking,  

Creativity, and Innovation 
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Do we have the creativity to solve our own problems? 
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Consider: 

“Stick-to-itive-ness” builds creativity 

10,000 hours (Gladwell) 

Automaticity in response is not really 
thinking, it’s reacting. 

Don’t demonize failure 

Research-based Practices…  � � � � � 	 
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Character       Setting          Conflict           
      

Former spy  FL Everglades       Betrayal  

School teacher  Civil War, GA       Release of deadly microbe 

Egyptian Pharoah the C.I.A.       Political infighting 

Mid-wife in WWII 1870 Ireland       survival in hostile planet 

Southern slave               Deep w/in Earth’s crust    Military uncovers a mistake by Pres. 

Alien being  suburbia        Accused of crime didn’t commit       

scientist  modern Hollywood  Alzheimer’s disease 
Witness to a violent crime transatlantic crossing       Issue re-connecting w/grown children 

13 year-old prodigy Inner city Chicago    horrific hurricane 

A chocolate lab (dog) Ancient Rome       Miniaturized to 3 in. tall 

Optimistic Lawyer Undersea laboratory   Brain transferred to android  

Older, married couple Mars Orbiter       Romantic misunderstanding  

Comic book illustrator the Fourth Dimension  Wrong place at the wrong time 

Champion pie-maker Pacific northwest     Mysterious code found 

National Park ranger Peruvian Andes        neophyte battles entrenched 
      veterans 

Writer and educator, Margaret 

Wheatley, is correct: 

 

  “We can’t be creative unless 
we’re willing to be confused.”  
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the prepared mind.  
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